
IN THE THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY, FLORIDA 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER S-2020-029 

FACE COVERINGS & SOCIAL DISTANCING 
REQUIREMENTS IN COURTHOUSE FACILITIES 

DURING COVID-19 MITIGATION EFFORTS 

Based on the public health emergency declared in response to the COVID-
19 pandemic, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has 
recommended social distancing and wearing cloth face coverings in public settings 
where social distancing measures are difficult to maintain. In Administrative Order 
AOSC20-32 (May 21, 2020), Chief Justice Charles T. Canady of the Florida 
Supreme Court approved recommendations of the Workgroup on the Continuity of 
Court Operations and Proceedings During and After COVID-19 (Workgroup), 
including requirements, among others, for social distancing and the use of face 
masks in courthouse facilities. In light of evolving medical guidance, the 
Workgroup re-evaluated and clarified some of their recommendations and the chief 
justice adopted these updated requirements. Admin. Order AOSC20-32, 
Amendment 1 (June 16, 2020). 

The Workgroup, after consultation with medical professionals, 
recommended that everyone entering the courthouse be required to wear face 
masks and that face masks be worn at all times throughout the courthouse, 
including inside the courtroom with certain exceptions. 

Additional health and safety requirements, which are recommended by the 
Workgroup and adopted by the Florida Supreme Court in order to transition to 
Phase 2 of court operations, will be promulgated when the Thirteenth Judicial 
Circuit meets the required benchmarks to transition to Phase 2 at some future date. 
In the meantime, it is necessary to mandate that face coverings be worn and social 
distancing be maintained in all courthouse facilities. 

By the power vested in the chief judge under article V, section 2( d), Florida 
Constitution; section 43.26, Florida Statutes; Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 
2.215(b); and Florida Supreme Court Administrative Orders AOSC20-32, 
Amendment 1 (July 16, 2020) and AOSC20-23, Amendment 4 (July 16, 2020) and 
in an effort to continue mitigating the effects of COVID-19 on the courts, court 
participants, and other stakeholders, it is ORDERED: 



1. Definitions 
For purposes of this administrative order, the following terms have the 

following meanings: 

A. Courthouse facility means any building in which judicial 
proceedings are conducted or court system representatives are stationed, including, 
but not limited to: the George Edgecomb Courthouse (800 East Twiggs Street, 
Tampa); the Criminal Courthouse Annex ( 401 North Jefferson Street, Tampa); the 
former Hillsborough County Courthouse (419 Pierce Street, Tampa); the building 
located at 700 East Twiggs Street, Tampa; and the Plant City Courthouse (30 1 
North Michigan Street, Plant City). 

B. Court system representative means a designated representative 
of one or more of the following offices: Administrative Office of the Courts, Clerk 
of the Circuit Court, or Hillsborough County Sheriff. 

C. Face covering means a mask or other cloth fabric that fits 
snugly but comfortably over one's face and covers the nostrils and mouth 
completely but does not cover the eyes and remains affixed in place without the 
use of one's hands, concurrent with CDC guidelines. Examples of compliant 
homemade masks may be found at: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/20 19-
ncov /prevent -getting -sick/how-to-make-cloth-face-covering.html . 

D. Face shield means a mask situated at the crown of the head 
constructed out of clear plastic that covers the eyes, nose, and mouth, wraps around 
the sides of the individual's face, and extends below the chin so that the 
individual's facial expressions or features may be observed. 

2. Limited Access to Courthouse Facilities 
Only court system representatives, individuals who contract with the court 

system, and individuals with business before the court (litigants, attorneys, 
witnesses, victims, and impending petitioners for protective injunctions) should 
attempt to enter courthouse facilities. All individuals should strongly consider 
conducting any required court business via teleconference or audiovisual 
conference rather than physically entering a courthouse facility. Entry into 
courtrooms will be prioritized for actual parties, attorneys, witnesses, victims, and 
essential court staff. A parent or guardian may accompany any juvenile or person 
with a developmental disability who needs to personally appear in a courtroom. 
Access for additional people in a courtroom may be limited to ensure that 
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appropriate social distancing is maintained. Professional media representatives 
may access courthouse facilities but access into individual courtrooms may be 
limited to ensure that appropriate social distancing is maintained. Media pools 
should be used for any high-profile court proceedings. All persons permitted to 
enter any courthouse facility should exit immediately when the court business has 
concluded. 

3. Face Covering/Shield Reguirement1 

A. Entry 
Anyone entering a courthouse facility through any door, except children 

less than 2 years old, must wear a face covering or face shield.2 Litigants, 
attorneys, witnesses, and victims are strongly encouraged to bring their own face 
covering or face shield. If any person does not bring her or his own face covering 
or face shield, a court system representative will provide a mask at no cost. 

B. Public Areas 
Face coverings or face shields must be worn at all times throughout the 

public areas of the courthouse facilities, including lobbies, auditoriums, hallways, 
corridors, elevators, stairwells, restrooms, and courtrooms. 

C. Chambers and Private Offices 
Judges and court system representatives do not have to wear face coverings 

or face shields in their private chambers or offices as long as social distancing is 
maintained. Court system representatives who do not have private offices, and 
where adequate social distancing is not observed, must wear face coverings or face 
shields at all times. 

D. Denial ofEntry 
A court system representative will deny entry to a courthouse facility to any 

person who refuses to wear a face covering or face shield or refuses to wear the 
face covering so that it properly covers the person's nostrils and mouth completely. 

E. Trespass 
Any person who is inside a courthouse facility and who removes or refuses 

to wear a face covering of face shield will be required to leave upon request by a 
court system representative, judge or quasi-judicial officer. If the person refuses to 
leave the courthouse facility, the Sheriff, through his designee, will issue a trespass 
warning to the person, requiring the person to leave. This administrative order 
provides the written authorization required under section 810.08(3), Florida 
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Statutes, to the Sheriff or his designee, to communicate an order to depart a 
courthouse facility because of a threat to public safety or welfare for failing to 
wear a face covering or face shield. 

4. Face Coverings/Shields in Courtrooms 
Face coverings or face shields must be worn inside courtrooms with the 

following exception. Presiding judges and quasi-judicial officers are empowered 
with the discretion to have speaking individuals such as litigants, attorneys, and 
witnesses remove their face coverings, or to use face shields or see-through masks 
instead, if(a) an individual's facial expressions or features must be observed or (b) 
the audio is hampered and potentially could jeopardize the creation of an accurate 
court record. A 6-foot social distance must be preserved at all times while face 
coverings are removed or while face shields are used. Presiding judges and quasi
judicial officers should not prohibit any individual from wearing a face covering or 
face shield in a courtroom unless there is a compelling and necessary reason. 
Presiding judges and quasi-judicial officers have the discretion to have any 
individual wearing an indecent or distracting face covering removed from the 
courtroom. 

5. Social Distancing 
All persons who find themselves in a courthouse facility should maintain at 

least a 6-foot social distance from each other at all times. If an in-person court 
proceeding has been approved by the chief judge under Administrative Order S-
2020-023, the presiding judge must ensure that all participants who are physically 
present in the courtroom (parties, attorneys, bailiffs, clerks, court reporters, court 
interpreters, and judge) maintain the appropriate social distance. People who show 
no signs of being sick can be contagious and unknowingly transmit the COVID-19 
virus. Close personal interaction is likely the method of transmission in a majority 
of cases and transmission of the virus does not require actual physical contact. 

6. Maximum Capacity Spaces 
In an effort to assist in maintaining the appropriate social distance, signs are 

posted throughout the courthouse facilities indicating the maximum capacity in 
elevators, restrooms, conference rooms and other publicly accessible spaces. 
Anyone attempting to enter into an elevator, restroom, conference room or any 
other publicly accessible space that is already at maximum capacity must not enter 
that space until the space is at less than maximum capacity. 
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7. Coordinated Efforts 
All court system representatives will work together to coordinate their 

efforts in implementing the requirements of this administrative order and other 
recommendations of the Workgroup. 

8. Sanctions 
The requirement to wear face coverings or face shields in individual 

courtrooms will be enforced by the presiding judges and quasi-judicial officers. In 
addition to the enforcement mechanisms stated in this administrative order, any 
person who willfully violates the provisions of this administrative order will be 
subject to the contempt powers of the court and any other appropriate disciplinary 
measures. 

9. Effective Date 
This administrative order is effective July 1, 2020 and remains in effect until 

further order of the chief judge. 

ENTERED on June 30, 2020. 

~onald N. Ftcarrotta, ~ Chtef Judge 

Original to: Pat Frank, Clerk of the Circuit Court 
Copy to: All Judges 

All General Magistrates and Hearing Officers 
Gina Justice, Trial Court Administrator 
Andrew H. Warren, State Attorney 
Julianne Holt, Public Defender 
Chad Chronister, Sheriff 
Brian Dugan, Chief, Tampa Police Department 
Edward E. Duncan, Chief, Plant City Police Department 
Kenneth R. Albano, Chief, Temple Terrace Police Department 
Charlie Vazquez, Chief, TIA Police Department 
Christopher Daniel, Chief, USF Police Department 
Doug Bakke, COO, Court Operations, Clerk's Office 
Hillsborough County Bar Association 
Lesley Miller, Jr., Chair, Board of County Commissioners 
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Christine Beck, Hillsborough County Attorney 
Mike Merrill, Outgoing Hillsborough County Administrator 
Bonnie Wise, Incoming Hillsborough County Administrator 
Ita M. Neymotin, Regional Counsel, Second District 
Patrick Barrentine, Department of Corrections 
Tabitha Lambert, Guardian ad Litem Program 
Chris Card, Executive Director, Eckerd Connects 
Stephanie Bergen, OAG, Children's Legal Services 
Jonathan Jenkins, Regional Counsel's Office 
Beth Pasek, Community Development Coordinator, DCF 
Jennifer Hock, Hillsborough County Sheriffs Office 
Department of Juvenile Justice 
ACTS Juvenile Assessment Center 

1 The requirements of this administrative order are not intended to govern activities 
inside of the separate offices of other constitutional officers. 

2 According to the June 12, 2020 Phase 2 report of the Workgroup's Court 
Operations Subgroup, present medical experts advocate that face masks (a subset 
of face coverings) "offer the best protection." But the CDC recommends that 
certain people should not wear face masks such as children under 2 years of age 
and anyone who has trouble breathing or is incapacitated or otherwise unable to 
remove the mask without assistance. In these instances, face shields offer another 
potential means of preventing the transmission of the COVID-19 virus. 
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